centrally and at the periphery, with somewhat unusual conclusions. For instance, the hypothesis is propounded that uneven radio-sensitivity of brain structures is due to the changes occurring only in those which are active at the moment of exposure. At the periphery effects such as varicosities in unmyelinated nerve fibres in the heart, and disintegration of intracellular neurofibrillary apparatus in the solar plexus, are featured. Stress is laid on the response of the whole organism as it is considered virtually impossible to make a clear distinction between the direct effects of irradiation and those produced reflexly. The approach is entirely descriptive, as the author believes that 'the character of these changes can be presented in its truest and most concrete form by means of morphological data'. The limitations of a purely morphological approach in radiobiology have long been evident, particularly in integrating the data into a concept of radiation disease as a whole. The paucity of quantitative information, both physical and biological, limits the extent to which these studies can be integrated, despite the many beautiful illustrations of the changes studied.
ARTHUR JONES Textbook of Pathology by George L Montgomery CBE TD MD PhD FRSE FRCP(E) FRCP(G) FCPath Volume 1 -Text Volume 2 -Illustrations pp vii +763 £7 7s Edinburgh & London: E& SLivingstone 1965 This latest addition to our native textbooks of pathology is unique in adopting a two-volume format, one devoted entirely to text and one given over entirely to illustrations with their captions. The method works well, provided that sufficient desk or table space is available for both volumes to be open simultaneously. The illustrations are of a generally high quality and cover macroscopic and microscopic preparations as well as radiographs; most of the photographs are in colour which, experience indicates, is more helpful to undergraduates than monochrome.
The text follows the usual sound practice of a section on general pathology followed by a larger one devoted to the systems of the body. The author makes a welcome acknowledgment of the role of experimental pathology in elucidating pathological mechanisms; no doubt because of space difficulties he has confined discussion of such mechanisms to a minimum and concentrated on providing an accurate and concise presentation of accepted facts concerning appearances and etiology. This need for compression is noticeable in the general pathology section, where one would like to see mechanisms of topics such as fever and raised erythrocyte sedimentation rate discussed as well as inflammation per se. It is obvious that a textbook for undergraduates must be selective and in this field Professor Montgomery has provided a welcome newcomer. The book includes an adequate index and a useful selection of further reading matter.
W G SPECTOR
A History ofParasitology by W D Foster MDcantab McPath pp vii+201 illustrated 35s Edinburgh &London: E& SLivingstone 1965 Those who remember Professor Foster's 'History of Clinical Pathology' will expect a great deal from this 'History of Parasitology', and they will not be disappointed.
Though parasitologists in the past have been gifted with a keen sense of history (the names of Cobbold and Dobell quickly come to mind) there has so far been no comprehensive history of the subject. This book fills that gap -and it does so with a skill in presentation and a flair for anecdote which form the essence of attractive history; Professor Foster writes in a style that reads simply, clarifying by brevity and selection as abstruse a part of medicine as any.
One of the attractions of the work lies in the glimpses we are given of the parasitological studies of many whom we have met in very different settings: such are Paulus Aegineta in the seventh century, and Thudichum in the nineteenth. In the seventeenth century the irresistible story of John Locke's patient, the Earl of Shaftesbury, is told with the inevitable shafts of humour which that illustrious patient's hydatid cyst invites. It would have been pleasant to see William Harvey's name added, for his morbid anatomical descriptions of hydatid cysts of the liver surely warrant his inclusion, not to mention his description about a century before Goze of the giant nematode Dioctophyma renale in the renal pelvis of the dog.
As an introduction to parasitological entities this history should be of real value to studentsand it will not be without its revelations to those who teach them. The attractive production of the book somehow finds a singularly happy symbiosis with Professor Foster's fluent style. One In the introduction Dr Wormsley states that the aim ofthis monograph is to summarize the clinical features of the diseases which involve skin and gut in order to emphasize their importance to the practising physician. This he has done admirably
